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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

In response to applicant's phone call of March 16, 2006, the following action is 
issued vacating the previous final rejection mailed March 6, 2006. The finality of the 
previous action was improper. Therefore, the action is repeated but is a non-final 
action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9 and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Canfield('526). Canfield discloses a clutch arrangement comprising a housing 11 that 
contains a fluid and can rotate about an axis, a power takeoff element 16 that is coaxial 
with the housing and can rotate about the axis, at least two first friction elements 13,14 
connected to the housing, and at least two second friction elements 30 that alternate 
with the first friction elements. The second friction element comprising a friction lining 
carrier 40,50 having a plurality of circumferentially spaced carrier segments (see Fig. 3). 
Each carrier segment carries a pair of axially oppositely facing friction lining segments 
41 ,51 . The carrier segments, at slots 60, and the friction linings, at their circumferential 
edges, inherently form fluid transport surfaces that will cause fluid to circulate around 
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parts of the friction elements and wholly within the housing. The friction lining carrier 
comprises a ring-like body section that engages power takeoff element 16 via teeth 31 . 
The carrier segments extend radially outward from the ring-like body section. The first 
friction elements 13,14 are in the form of metal plates having no friction linings. The 
outer contour of each friction lining segment conforms essentially to the outer contour of 
its respective carrier segment (see Fig. 3). The carrier segment consists of a metal 
plate 40,50. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9 and 12-16 are alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Canfield('526) in view of Schjolin et al.('189). Canfield discloses a 

clutch arrangement comprising a housing 1 1 that contains a fluid and can rotate about 

an axis, a power takeoff element 16 that is coaxial with the housing and can rotate 

about the axis, at least two first friction elements 13,14 connected to the housing, and at 

least two second friction elements 30 that alternate with the first friction elements. The 

second friction element comprising a friction lining carrier 40,50 having a plurality of 

circumferentially spaced carrier segments (see Fig. 3). Each carrier segment carries a 

pair of axially oppositely facing friction lining segments 41 ,51 . While it is submitted, as 
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set forth above, that the carrier segments, at slots 60, and the friction linings, at their 
circumferential edges, inherently form fluid transport surfaces that will cause fluid to 
circulate around parts of the friction elements and wholly within the housing, Canfield 
does not specifically state that the surfaces cause circulation of fluid, mentioning only 
circulation caused by grooves 61. Schjolin et al., however, shows a similar 
arrangement with carrier segments having friction lining segments 50 mounted thereon. 
The Schjolin et al. disclosure states that, in addition to circulation caused by the grooves 
51 , the slots 48 and the space between the ends of the facings conduct the fluid 
outwardly. The same would be the case in Canfield, i.e., the slots 60 between carrier 
segments and the edges of the friction linings would form fluid transport surfaces. The 
friction lining carrier of Canfield comprises a ring-like body section that engages power 
takeoff element 16 via teeth 31 . The carrier segments extend radially outward from the 
ring-like body section. The first friction elements 13,14 are in the form of metal plates 
having no friction linings. The outer contour of each friction lining segment conforms 
essentially to the outer contour of its respective carrier segment (see Fig. 3). The 
carrier segment consists of a metal plate 40,50. 

Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Canfield('526) in view of Schjolin et al.('189) as applied to claim 9 above, and 
further in view of Sasse(WO02/070913 A1 ). In Canfield, the first friction elements 13,14 
are connected to the housing rather than the power takeoff, and the friction lining carrier 
comprises a ring-like body section engaging the power takeoff, rather than the housing. 
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Sasse shows alternative arrangements wherein the friction lining carrier 22 is on the 
housing with inwardly extending carrier segments or wherein the friction lining carrier 24 
is on the power takeoff with outwardly extending carrier segments (see Fig. 1 of Sasse). 
These alternative arrangements are recognized equivalents in this art. Thus reversing 
which of the housing or power takeoff in Canfield that carries the friction lining would not 
be a patentable modification of Canfield. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Becker('864) is cited as an additional showing of reversing which 
of the inner or outer disks carries the friction linings. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney H. Bonck whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7089. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00AM - 
3:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles A. Marmor can be reached on (571 ) 272-7095. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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